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NINETY-EIGHT DEMONSTRA' 10N
AT MOUNTMELLICK,

Last Mondey a public demonsiration was held
at Mountmellick, the object being the laying of
the foundaticn stone of a memorial cross to the
memory of the cleven local men who died for
Ireland in sad but glorions '9S. The site se-
lecled for the memorial cross was in Pound-

street, on the spot where in ‘g8 Patrick Dunne,
Irancis Dunne, Daniel Danne, Thomas Dunne,
William Drock, Wv. Holohan, Juhn Guilfoyle, Pat
Murphy, George Gilligan, Daniel Conroy, anil
James Deegan were execuled 10 the brutal
manner characteristic of the period and the
rulers of Ireland. Of the above named cleven
men, Brock, was but a boy of cighteen
years of age, no other account could be ul]nge_:d.
vet they were subjecied to the utmost In-
dignities. The cowardly and brutal Orange
Yeomanry, backed by the ' soldiers " of England,
causcd the eleven martyrs of Mountmellick 1o
walk on their hands and knees along the streets
of the town from the infamons ** Riding House ™
to their place of execution, Offers of liberty
a0d freedom were given to those men if they
would only betray their comrades; but no, that
was nol the spirit of the men of the Queen’s
County with its 12,000 enrolled United 1rish-
men. One of the saddest incidents of the
period was the execution ol a young boy named
Brock, of only 15 years of age, who met his
death with all the fortitude and heroism of a
martyr, and one of the most pleasing features of
Monday's meeling was the [act thiat scarcely one
of the eleven martyred dead was uorepresentzd
on the platform,

The meeting was held
the platform was crecled on the spot where the
scafilold upon which the cleven men were
hanged in 1793 ; the foundation stone was the
one which sopported the ' gallows tree," and

in Pound-sirect, and

which has been i the possession ol the Morsin i

family for the last centary. Previous to the
meeting this stone was conveyed to the site
selected for the memorial cross, a large number
of people following in the prccession w_hmh az-
companied it. For some reason, which it would
be hard to explain, Ar Dabbage, DI, and a
number of extra police wure present in the
town. Previous to the formal opening of the
meeting a number of bands paraded the streels
playing Nativnal airs. Amonst the bands pre-
sent wera the two local ones, the Bnll}l}ﬂ and |
Monasterevan bands, the Jatter accompanied by
a splendid banner.

mongst those present were—Messrs John
Sheares, Tnllamore; H Sheares, F ] Graham, M
Berrill, P ¥ O'Loughlln, P Nugent, ' ] Dalp,
Dublin; A Dowling, Mopastercvan ; M ell, Jo;
M ] Dunne, T Connclly, 2 Cullen, A Malone, P
Boiland, T Breunaa, James Debiaa, W Cuery, ]
Dyrne, | Malone, ] Donaber, ] Mason, W Kelly,
S Vanston, W Shinkinsg, P Dunne, | Walsh, M
Fitzzevald, Thomas Knight, P A Meehan, P 1. G
P Kelly, T C; Maryborongh : Thomas O'Nzill,
Thomas O'Neaill, jun; ] Maher, ] Delaney, M
Hargroves, D Danse, | M'Evoy, T C, Chairinan
of '08 Centenary Committee; I’ Bergin, Ion
Sec: Thomas Mcrrin, P L. G, T C; J Willizams,
G Williams, W Delancy, I AM'Cormick, Jer
O'Connell, I O'Connell, E Bergin, | U'anrmﬂ.
] Toomey, | Tracey, I Corcoran, I¥ Ieatirg, ]
I'Evoy, I M M'Evey, J] Darcy, — Faenlon, S
Dunne, P ] Smith, 11 Barns, V Seully, TC, W
Seully, 1 C; J Scully, H EScully, &£ O'Cannor,
T C; DConroy, T C; P Hayden, P Cohbe, W
Mitchell, | Dennett, Farrell, J M'Mahen, ]
Tchan, Marybarough; ] Dunne, [ L G, [Tase-
nallis: M Dunre, [ames Gormsan, Clonaslez; ]
Troy, W Moran, P L G; ] Moran, W Kelly.

Portarlinglon — W Tl.alor, 8 Commins, 0
Dunne, | | urcell, P O'Shea, 1’ O'Lrizn, ]
OV Brien, M DBronpas, Tekhe, | Kearns, W
Kearns, W H Burke, | Connolly, I' Togza, P
I'lanagan, T M'Layne, I Iing.

Acrived at the place of mzeting, Mr L M Zvoy
performed the ceremony of laying the foundation
stone for the memorial crozs to be erected 1o the
men who died for Ireland in 1705,

On the motion Mr M'Evay, seconded by Mr
Thormas Marrin, Mr W Dalaney took the chalr.

M: P Berpin, sve. to tbe meeting, read cor-
respondence which hie had received.

Mr J. J. Aird, J.P., Maryborough, wroie ex.
pressing his regret” at not being able to attend
pwing to a prior engagement,

The Rev James E Delancy, TP, Rosecallis,
wrote as follows .—* Dear 3Mr Dergin—In reply
to the invitation I recvived from you some
days ago on behall of 1he memerial commitiee
of the oS Centenary to atlend at the cercmony
of the laying of the foundation stone of the
remorial in Mountmalick, I regret T am wnable
to be with you, as I a1 only recovering foom a
severe cold. I'lease convey to the meetirg that
1 am folly in sympathy with their objects, and
wish them every soccess.—Yours very truly,
James L. Delaney, P.I%" _

Mr Delany, who was cnthnsiastically received,
said—My fiest duaty is to thack you for having
called upon me to preside at this important
meeting to-dzy of the men ef the Qucen's County.
1t is not necessary for me togo into any lengihened
remarks as 1o the subject 1 have to put belire you
to-day., ‘There will be speakers to [pllow me who
will deal better with the subject of 1798 than 1
could, and there is no necessity for me trying to
justify before an audience of Mountmellick men
the action of the United Irishmen of one hundred
years ago (cheers). They rose in dark rad evil
days for the honour of their hemes, for the
chastity of their wives and sisiers and daughters,
and the spivit with which the men of Mount-
mellick juised the movement in oS still live in

=

the hearts of the men of Mountmellick to-day
{cheers). They would be wanting, however, in
their duty if they allowed the present year Lo pass
without making seme cffori to perpetvate the
memory of the eleven martyrs who died in
Mountineliick for Ireland in Ninety-Eighl, Steps
were taken that day and with their aid and
approval they wouid bring they movem.nt they
had in comtemplation 1o a suecessful issue.
Fruture generations woold point  with  pride
to where they that day laid the forndation
slone 1o the memory of the men who 100 fears ago
laid dovn vhicie lives for Ireland, and th y had oo
the platiorm, they lisd 2s laying the feundatien
gtone of the mewmial eross, a descendant of one of
the men who was exzeuted on the sp:t an which
they stucd 100 years wpo—Mr Laurence M'Evoy
(loud cheers). Tle bad 1t himselt from the sister of
goung Drock 'he story of his execulion, 1Lle was
only a Loy of 15 years of ape, and was honged |51-:E
a dog from the kack of u cert in the town in which
we stand,  1le was Girst asked if he was a Uniled
Irishman, and if he was if e would batray them ;
but he would not. Sov it xasthe sameaold stary again,
When the Unitul Bistmen were forced Uy take up
arms il wes in delence of their homes, rod of the
chastisy of their sislers, wives, and daughters,
Originally the United Lrish movement vas a most
constitutinnal one ; it was one d-signed for the
amelioration of their Catholic lellow-countrymen,
but the membezis were diven iuly rebellion and
insuriecton by the Goversment ol the day, The
purpose of the United Irishmen was Lo oulain by
constitutional means the proper vights for their
Crthulic felluw-countrymen,  An Englishman, Mr
W, A. Stead, hiad pointed oot in his own unigue
style cnd clear way the causes that Jed to the
rebellion ol 1708 —!:e2 guartirs on the people,
burning, and umiversal rape.  This was what made
the penple ol Wexiurd rize against their oppressors
{cheers).

Mr L. M E«cy sddressed the mecling and
returned them thanks for the complimen! they had
paid him in asking him that day o lay the
foundatton sttne 10 the memory o) the 11 lueal
mariyrs who cn the 1ith and 13%h June, 1708, yave
vp their ives tor lreland o the town ot Mount-
mellick, The eunl; repret e felt was that the
ceremnny had not falien into allir bapsis than his.
Tt wos o hard task on wony of thew who cleined o

be descondznis of the Wnited Jiiskmen who were

erecnted sp Mountmedlick e 1595 0 by there that

day—repiesentatives of the eleven men whom the
beautifal Dritish Gnvernment sacrificed to glut
their venpeance in 'g8.  But they died for pure love
ol their country {loud cheers), Why should he
refer to their names 7 They were household words
in Mountmellick to the present day, Young Willie
Brock—a boy ol 18 years of age—whom Major
Jatham brought to the gallows and swung him lrom
it like a dog fur no crime but for loving his nalive
land (cheers). THewas glad 1o see there to-day the
sons and the grand:ons of many of the men who
pave up theic lives for Ireland one hundred years
years apo ou the spot upon which they were now
standing.  Well—
* All nre gone, but still lives on
The fumne of those who died ;

Tt truo men, like you men,
Liemunber them with pride.”

(Cheers,)

Mr P, Berpin read the following resolutions
which were proposed by Mr P, Corcoran aod
seconded by Mr Timothy Conuell :—

“That we, the men of the Queen’s County,
reeall with pride the heroism and sncrifices of
those oleven martyrs to liberty who  gave up
their lives for Ireland withiu the preciocts of
Mountmellick io the year 1798 ; anod recognising
the desirability of perpetuating their memeory io-
augurate that object by laying the foundation
stope of & memorial which shall typify to the
future pencrations of our conntrymen the undyiog
lovoe and reverence of the men of this peveration
for the heroes of 1705."

“ That wo herowith deelare that the gospel of
patriotic unlon and Netional effort taupht by
Theobald Wolfe Toue aud the Society of Uunited
Irishmen is the only creed of Natiouslity worthy
of adoption by Irishmen truly anxious to secure
the National liberties of their pative land ; and
we pledgo ourselves to uwse our utmost elorts
te promote a cordisl upion of all Irishmen
with that ohject for the purpose of crowniog the
movement of the present year by a htting com-
memnration of the cevteoary of Rebert Ewmwmat
in 1903."

“That wo herchy appeal to all true Nation-
nlists in this and the surrounding districts to aid
us by their subscriptions to briog this putriotic
nndertaking to n successfol issue”

MrdJd. P, Daly and Mr J. ', Duone, members
of the Central Ixceutive of the '08 Centevary
Committee, Dublin, naddressed the meetiug,
mentioning that o 1798 there were 12,000
(Gueeu's County wmen corolled in the United
Irishmen's Association,

Mr P. A. Meshan, P.L.G., Maryborough,
addreszed the meeiing as follows:—

Wha [eare to speak of "33 2
Who Blushies nt the name @
Mr Chairman and fellow-countrymen—Ii there
be anyone who fears (o speak of ‘98, if there be
any who have cause to blusl al the mention of that
unhappy period of our country's history, it is
most assuredly not the Irish people (clieers).
No doubt we look back on that woeeful time with
very opposite leelings indeed, with feelings of
horror, righteous anger, and a natural desire for
venpanca for the unparalled atrocities inllicted
on vur foresathers in '98.  On the other hand we
look back with feelings of pride, admiration, and
love for the heroic men (and women also) wha,
in face of the most tremendous difliculties,
shouldered their pikes, raised the green flag, and
struck a noble and well nigh suceessful blow for
[rish liberty (cheers), gave their Jives willingly in
defence of their homes and their country's in-
dependence (cheers), We don't fear to spaak of
'nd, Ve are proud of the recerd, We honour
the memary of the gallant dead wlho died for
Ireland, and we are bere lo-day Lo make Lhat
admiration lake tangible shape, to erect in ikis
town a monument (o the local martyrs who were
murdered on the spot whercon we stand to-day.
God rest their noble souls in peace and inspire
and nerve us to do onr duty to Ireland (cheers).
There 15 no town in (lueen's County where such
a memorial could be more fittingly erected, for
when all bear honoured scars in defence of
country and right, hardly any Ielt the iron heel
of oppression so much (hear, hear). It is but a
few years ago since in this town there {lapnted in
insolent pride the flag of Orange ascendency and
relipions hate. You lore down that flag, you
trampled it in the dust (cheers), and you arc
here to-day to crect in its slead a monument and
a flag, symoblizing the indestructable 1'aith and
National spirit of Ireland (cheers). A Celtic
cross, its loundation resting on the martyrs’
stone, ils arms silently preaching pesee, love,
and charity to all men, at its base will be written
in letters of gold the names of the noble men
who pave their lives in defence of the chasity of
their homes, religious libarty, and their country's
freedom (cheers). Your town was once famous
a5 the centre of many industries, to-day it bears
the impress of English mis-government and fraud.
Buot a few vears ago, comparatively speaking,
you had tanneries, distillerys, brewerys. dount-
mellick was, in fact, the centr¢ of the woollcn
industry, All have disappeared under (he
blighting curse of foreiga rule (cheers). The
mills are idle, falling into decay, and the homes
of the artisans are levelled o the ground, the
people gone to make other lands rich with their
toil. The Londen Tinmes gloated over the de-
population of [reland, rejoicing ' that 2,000,000
of the Cells were gone,"” done to death by law-
made famine, murdered to make a Dritish
hioliday.
Gone with n vengeance, (uoth John Ball, that snrplns
popuiniion |
Gong with o venzennee, sbricken sora, hy Gunine, fraud,
ansl fover
Shipwreeked on o eivage shore, where wreekers wateh
101 BvEr ;
Gope with o veogeance to the Lovd, their white lips full
ol prayer
Impl?mng the Divine award between them and their
glayar,
(Cheer:). To-day Jobn Bull is paying his addresses
1o the American Republic secking its alliance,
Our exiled countrymen will have something 10 say
on that moatier, and if this palitical union talies
place we may conlidently hope one ol the anicles
to gel a fst place in the sgreaments will be a full
and complele measare of local sell-government for
Ireland [cheers). 1 do nol purpose, wor is it
n:cessaly for any speaker, to go into details of the
horrors of ‘g8, You all know the heart-rending
story—it is hunded down from father o zon, it is
recitell in the lonely eabin on the mountsin side
and in the valleys, it is talked ovec at the forge fie
when Lhe boys meet, it has found its way io the
mnore comfortable hearthstones, and is now read in
the dininproom of the rich. DBrielly i1 15 a mnst
awll story of n delibernte, well plunned, and most
complete plot that was ecver hatched lor the
tdegradatien and destruction of any people. Oae
of the few honest Englishmen of the peried, Lowd
Cornwallis, who was appointed Lord Licalenant,
after the insurrection had been suppressed, writes :
' On my arrival in this country I put a stop to the
Lurning o! houses and the murder of the inhabitants
by the yenmen ar other persons who delighicd in
that nmusement, to the {logging fer the purpoze ol
extorting confession, and to [ree quarters which
comprehend universal rape and robbery throughont
the whole country.” There is the story epitomised
in a lew words. Speaking ol the army : ** They
are totally witbout discipline, contemplible beflore
the encray when any serious resistance is made to
them, but ferociovs and crue! in the extreme when
any poor wretches, with or withont arms, come
witkin their power ; in short, murder appe s to be
their favourile pastime,” Again, spenking of the
pentry, he writes : '“ The conversation of the
principal persons all tends to encourage the system
of blood, even at my table, when you will suppose
1 do all [ can to prevent it, always lurns on h.ng-
inps, shootings, burnings, and if a piiest is pul o
deatlh the preatest joy is expressed by the whele
company,” It was against the orgy of lell the
Iish peasant rose unarmed desperale to strile a
blow in deflence of the sanetity of the Christian
home, in defence ol the chastity ol mothers, wive:,
and sisters, and, oh ! the pity of it that all Treland
dir not strike togerler (chears).  Whar a gl aines
prospeet of possihilitics ajens he'ore our view had
aounited chot st sterigbt frem e shoulder ol
Ircland acd aimed st the Licart of her foe !

Jreland be the word Ireland over aud above all,

What !

a different place would Ircland occupy to-day in
the world | Alas! it was not so. Only one
county made a lengthened and delermined cliort,

Wex'ord (Joud cheers for Wexford) kept on the
sirupple, and to crush out the insurrection it touk
136 000 British troops, It is contended by some
well meaning people that the story of pa-t wrongs
should aot be revived—1hat the odious memory of
'8 should be forgotien (no, nu), The most precious
heritage of any country is the memory of ils dead
heroes (cheers). We may forgive past wrongs on
proper reparation being made, but we never will
forget the men who at any period of our history
gave (heir lives in defence of Faith and Fatherland
(cheers). When the Dritish Government puls a
stop to the re enacling, on a small scale it is irue,
of some of the horrors of 'g8 by the organised
Orange ruffianism of Belfast and other nuthern
towns, where Catholic piriests are waylaid and
insulted, convents and Catholic houses plundered
and wrecked : when they remove the last remnant
of Protestant ascendancy and place the Cathalic
population of Ireland on terms ol equality by
establishing a system of university education fo
which the Catholic people are entitled ; when
they rectify ihe financial injusiice to which Ireland
has been subject since the Uwniom and return at
Jeast some of the plundered millions ; when we
receive the full measure of our rights thon we arc
ready to forpive, even if we cannot forget the past
(cheers), Until then it is our duty to remember
‘04 and ‘48, and 1o keep before the world the
gross wrongs our country  suffers, and to let
the Government, their aiders and sympathisers
know and to keep beforc them how hoge the delnt
they owe us and how much we have Lo lorgive them,

We are nut here to promoele any propaganda ol
hatred or illwill bLetween any section of our
countrymen, no matter what a man's form of Faith
may be, wedo not quarrel with him on that score.
Is he trae to Iccland 7 Will he work for her
welfare 7 I he does treat him as a brother, March
together shoulder to shonlder for the old land and

the old ciu-e, We do not forget some of the
noblest men Ireland ever prodaced were Protestant,
and Ireland loves and haonours them in her heart of
hiearts (cheers), And now it may be no barm lo ‘
ask ourszlves how do we stand in this cealenial
year of '08, IJave we done our daty to Ireland ?

IInw du we act up to the principles of the men ol

'0S?  Alas, not well, split up, sectional dillerences

and disputes, the enerpy and work which belongs

to Trzland wasted in ridiculous personal squabbles,

Let us lay those dissstrous dillerences at the four

of the '98 martyrs fram this day, ife and s, Let

that's the cry. Little will come of your assembly
here to-day if the old fends and tactions go on. The
best iribule we can pay the men of '98, the besi
monaments, more lasting than brass, amd more
valuable than a tower of gold, will be the buryiug
liere to-day of every ife and ism which is delaying
if nol destroying our counlry’s cause (cheers), Let
us remember the men of '8 when we kneel befare
God's Altar and pray for their elernal repose, Let
us think of them in the felds and in our bomes, so
that we may be sirenghiened in ocur duty to Faith
and Fatherfand. Let uos try to win those of our
caunlrymen to her side, who at present stand aloof
or juin our encmies, rs the preat Prolestant Poet ol
'48, Thomas Davis, wrote 1—

Aml ol il wore 0 pallant deed to show heford manleind,

How every crecil and every clan mipht bo by love
entbinl.

Might be eombined, but not [forret the source [romn
whonco the rove,

As flled by many o rivuafed the lordly Shannon Hows,

(luoud cheeis).

Mr O'Loughlin, Tullamore, addressed the mect
ing,

Mr Thomas O'Neill, T.C., Maryborough, ad-
dressed the meeting. He said it pave him the
preatest plessure to be there that day to jain in
doing honour to the memary of the men who 100
gears ago laid down their lives {or Ircland {cheers),
It was unnceessary for him 1o dwell at that lae
hour that day on the subject which broupght them
together on thal vceasion, [le offered his sincere
cangralulations to the men who stood before him
that day for their determination and pa'niotic
spicit (chieers), There was one thing which pave
him pleasure and hope, and that was the apirit ex-
hilited Ly the patriotic men of Mountmellicl that
day (cheers).

Oun the motivn of My M'Evoy, scconded by Mr
Barpin, Mr Thomas Morrin was moved Lo the
secomd chair, and a vole of thinks having been
passed Lo the chairman and duly replied to the
meeting terminated,

CASTLECOMER COURSING CLUL,

Uuder the above headiug a club has been estab-
lished in Castlecomer, it might be said revived,
because 17 or 18 years ago Lthe people of this loeality
ulten had the pleasure of seeing many a well con-
tested trial between the real bloods of the locality
and surrounding counties, The last stuke run oll
here was £25, when a Carlow man had the hoour
and pleasure of carrying away Lhe prize with his
indled and white dog,

It became known through Mre Wm Dobbs J T,
of Castlecomer, that the respected landlord ol the
place, R II Prioe-Wandesfore Esq, D L, ] P,
would be favoursble to the sport rwelating to
‘* pussy,” and some few local people sct to wark
at once to form a cowtding club, The decision o
the preliminary meeting having been forwardel to
Mr Pror-\Wandesforde, he sent word that he
would give a large subscription. Mr Wm Dol bs
also pave his assurance that lhe would du all
in his pawer to lorther the matter,

Avising out of those kind assurances and the
promise of the usc of the large preserves of Castle-
comer, a committee of the club was formed and Mr
Prior-Wandesforde was  unanimously appeinted
patron, and Mr Wm Dobbs Chnirman. The other
m:mbers of the commitiee are—iMe K Iall, Mass-
ford ([the opwner of the late Royal HMarry), vice
Chairman ; Mr J [ Cantwell, treasurer ; and Mr W
J Curran, a well-known coursing man, secretary ;
Mr J Dobbs, Mr ] Ring, Mr James Foparty, Mr
Richard Copely, Mr Thomas Pievce, Mrc M White,
Me D MeDoolld, 8r Dan Deevy, Mr T Ryan,
with power to add to their number,

The ordinary subscriptionis to be 105 per annum;
53 to bz paid on emrance and 5% when called for,
bt many \imes this amount has been promised by
some members,

Considering that the movement is only o wesk
old it is satis'ying to have to reccrd the fact that
alieady 22 members have paiid in their subscriptions
and twice this number is secure,

We expect to sec the names of many of our Kil-
kenny, Carlow, and Athy sputting [riends, as well
as thos= of many from more distant places amoug
the list of members of the Castlecomer coursing
club, and to be able Lo treat them to o few days’
good fan over the Beech and Couolalthe before the
15t of Febraary, 1890, Lut not alier box hares.

RACING IN ENGLAND,

Daring the 11 racing season of 1393 1,921 races
were decided in Eopgland, of which 2 were run over
a distance of lunr miles, 8 of three miles and under
four, 53 of two miles and under three, 225 of one
mile and under twe, 556 of one mile, 252 of six
furlongs and under a mile, and 522 of five furlongs
and under six farlongs. The horses that took part
1y these taces pumbered 3,571, of which 1,304 were
two year ulds, 1,030 three year olds, 517 lour year
olds, and G351 five year olds and upwards. There
was an incicane of 74 thrce year olds and 45 five
year olds and upwards, and n decrease of five twa
year olds and g9 four year olds, as compared with
the runners ol 1897, Without including prizes to
second and third horses, 4473660 was won daring
the year in England, £23,533 in Ireland, and
£11,822 in Scotland. A sum of £139,38%8 was
disiributed in handicaps lor three year olds and
upwards, £135 232 in weighldor-age races lor three
year olds wnd vowards, three and lour year olds or
woight-lor-sex races fur three and four year ulds
anly, £10445 Fer all apes or Iwo and three year
olds, and f52 232 for selling races and selliop
handieaps, excepring those for two vear olds only.
Far races devoled to too vear olids only, £136 300
was wan, of which £15,510 was For naeserivs, £97,
a2t o weich'-fo-w x races and £23 470 for sellioy
reces ansd seliing handicy.s ‘



